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Art Unit: 2681 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior ait are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
ha\ing ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1,3-9,13,17-29 are rejected under 35 US.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Walsh (U. S. Patent Number 6,662,014) in view of well known prior art. 

Regarding claim 2, Walsh discloses all the claimed invention as set fourth in the instant 

application, in addition Walsh discloses a location privacy manager for a wireless 

communication device and method therefor, further Walsh discloses a method for providing a 

location query service for use with a wireless network that tracks locations of network users, 

determining whether the requestor is authorized to receive the requested location information 

and. if so retrieving the location information associated with the wireless network user and 

forwarding the location information to the requestor (which reads on column 9 lines 10-I2)i if 

the requestor is unauthorized, determining whether the wireless network user will accept requests 

to release location information to unauthorized users if the requestor is unauthorized and the 

wireless network user is determined not to accept such requests returning a message to the 

requestor that the request is denied information (which reads on column 9 lines 21-26) if the 

requestor is unauthorized and the wireless network user is determined to accept such requests 

forwarding to the wireless network user (102) a requestor (108) identification and a request for 

the requestor to receive the location information (which reads on column 9 lines 21-26 and 
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exhibited in figure 8) if the wireless network user chooses not to release the requested location 
information to the unauthorized requestor returning a message to the requestor that the request is 
denied: and if the wireless network user chooses to release the requested location information to 
the unauthorized user (which reads on column 9 lines 10-12)7 retrieving the location information 
associated with the wireless network user (which reads on column 9 lines 10-12). however 
Walsh fails to specifically disclose c) forwarding the location information to the requestor. 

The examiner contends, however, that forwarding the location information to the 
requestor is well known in the art, and at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to nwdify Walsh with the teaching of well known prior art, 
since Walsh does goes to the trouble of verifying that the requestor is authorized to receive the 
information, that the information would be sent or forwarded to the requestor. 

Regarding claim J, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as ^plied above (see claim 1 ) additionally, Walsh discloses the identification is one of a user 
name, a telephone number, an Internet address, and an email address (which reads on column 2 
lines 16-19). 

Regarding claim 4^ Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claim 1 ) additionally, Walsh discloses receiving and the step of, 
forwarding comprise communications over a global computer network (which reads on column 3 
lines 45-53). 

Regarding claim 5, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claim 1 ) additionally, Walsh discloses receiving and the step of 
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forwarding comprise communications over a Public Switched Telephone Network (which reads 
on column 4 lines 20-25). 

Regarding claims 6-7, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything 
claimed, as appHed above (see claim 1 ) additionally, Walsh discloses retrieving the location 
information coirqjrises identifying a wireless device associated with the wireless network user 
and determining a location of the wireless device (which reads on column 9 lines 10-12). 

Regarding claim 8, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claims 1 ) additionally, Walsh discloses retrieving the location information 
con:5)rises using a location system to determine the location of a network device associated with 
the wireless network user (which reads on column 3 lines 45-53). 

Regarding claim 9^ Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claim 1 ) additionally, Walsh discloses retrieving the location information 
comprises consulting a location database that is periodically updated by a location system (which 
reads on column 3 lines 45-53). 

Regarding claim 13, Walsh discloses a system for providing a location query service 
with a wireless network in communication with a plurality of wireless network devices, the 
system comprising: a wireless network in communication with a plurality of wireless network 
devices (which reads on column 3 lines 17-25); a location system in communication with the 
wireless network, the location system providing location information associated with the wireless 
network devices (which reads on column 3 lines 17-27); and a location server (which reads on 
104) in communication with the wireless network and a requestors (which reads on column 9 
lines 10-12), wherein the location server (which reads on 106) is operative determining whether 
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the requestor is authorized to receive the requested location information and. if so retrieving the 
location information associated with the wireless network user and forwarding the location 
information to the requestor (which reads on column 9 lines 10-12); if the requestor is 
unauthorized, determining whether the wireless network user will accept requests to release 
location information to unauthorized users if the requestor is unauthorized and the wireless 
network user is determined not to accept such requests returning a message to the requestor that 
the request is denied information (which reads on column 9 lines 21-26) if the requestor is 
unauthorized and the wireless network user is determined to accept such requests, to send an 
access request to the network user about whom the requestor seeks location information so as to 
determine whether the network user chooses to release the location information to the requestor 
(which reads on column 9 lines 10-13), to retrieve the network user's (102) location information 
provided by the location system (which reads on colunm 9 lines 30-37) if the wireless network 
user chooses not to release the requested location information to the unauthorized requestor 
returning a message to the requestor that the request is denied: and if the wireless network user 
chooses to release the requested location information to the unauthorized user (which reads on 
column 9 lines 10-12)^ retrieving the location information associated with the wireless network 
user (which reads on column 9 Unes 10-12). However Walsh fail to specifically disclose a) a 
plurality of wireless network devices and a plurality of requestors and b) forwarding the location 
information to the requestor. 

The examiner contends however, that such a feature as a plurality of requesters is well 
known in the art, and the examiner takes official notice as such. 
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At the time of invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Walsh with well known prior art such as a plurality of requesters as described above 
for the purpose of allowing the location manager to communicate with the requestor and the 
wireless device. 

The examiner also contends, however, that forwarding the location information to the 
requestor is well known in the art, and at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Walsh with the teaching of well known prior art, 
since Walsh does goes to the trouble of verifying that the requestor is authorized to receive the 
information, that the information would be sent or forwarded to the requestor 

Regarding claim 17, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claim 13 ) additionally, Walsh discloses at least one of a handheld location 
system and a network based location system (which reads on column 3 lines 45-53). 

Regarding claim 18, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claims 17 ) additionally, Walsh discloses the handheld location system is a 
global positioning system (which reads on column 3 lines 45-53). 

Regarding claims 19-20, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 13 ) additionally, Walsh discloses the network based 
location system is one of a Wireless Access Protocol location service and a triangulation system 
(which reads on column 2 lines 16-19). 

Regarding claim 21, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claim 13 ) additionally, Walsh discloses a global computer network in 
communication with the location server and the plurality of requestors, wherein the global 
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computer network facilitates commumcation between the location server and the plurality of 
requestors (which reads on column 3 lines 45-53). 

Regarding claims 22-23, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 21 ) additionally, Walsh discloses the global computer 
network is the Internet (which reads on column 6 hnes 58-62). 

Regarding claim 24, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything claimed, 
as applied above (see claim I ) additionally, Walsh discloses the message capabilities are one of 
audio based, text based, and graphical (which reads on column 6 lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 25, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything 
claimed, as q)plied above (see claim 21 ) additionally, Walsh discloses the global computer 
network includes a graphical user interface through which the plurality of requestors can submit 
location queries (which reads on column 6 lines 58-62). 

Regarding claims 26y27, Walsh in view of well known prior art discloses everything 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 23 ) additionally, Walsh discloses the requestor devices are 
Wireless Access Protocol compatible thin clients having thin browsers adapted to access the 
global computer network and to communicate with the location server (which reads on column 3 
lines 45-53). 

Regarding claims 28-29, Walsh discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 13 ) additionally, Walsh discloses a Public Switched Telephone Network in 
communication with the location server and the plurality of requestors, wherein the Public 
Switched Telephone Network facilitates communication between the location server and the 
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requestors (which reads on column 6 lines 58-62). However Walsh fail to specifically disclose a) 
a plurality of requestors. 

The examiner contends, however, that forwarding the location information to the 
requestor is well known in the art, and at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modiiy Walsh with the teaching of well known prior art, 
since Walsh does goes through the trouble of verifying that the requestor is authorized to receive 
the information, that the information would be sent or forwarded to the requestor. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheila B. Smith whose telephone number is (571)272-7847. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thureday 6:00 am - 3:00 pm 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 57 1 -272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



S. Smith ^ ^ 
September 6, 2005 
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